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They 
stayed 
on the 
ship wih 


“Oooh... 
the old 
man's 
opening 


Here 
we gol 
Heh heh... 
it’s time 


Violence 
_| must be 


..is the | = controlled! 


ideology at This... 


LADDER, 
as well 
as my own. 


We are 
Sixty-six OR gathered 
teams- E | here for 
321 rivals- >) ча our tenth 
have come Қ ің B ZOT. 
from across Й x 2 Шы tourney. 
the solar » 
system! 


„harbor ill 
will towards 
LADDER and 

the states 

within it. 


But don't 
let that 


( Am you! 


you are 
the stars 
for six 


..and the 
top team 
will be 
named a 
common- 
wealth! 


LET THE X 
хот. © 
BEGIN! 


2.О.Т.Т. day 1: Preliminaries 


A body 
made with 
the newest | 

polytene 
materials! 


Why 
let Alita 
get all the 
TV time, 
right? 


What's ^ 
with the 
new 


getups? = 


ar. 


We 


gota 
makeover 
tool 


/ 
/ m 
WT 
wen AN Miss 


Sechs do 
some 
growing 
there? Ж 


\ 


/ You and that 
dude are up 
to something, 
but I've got 
my own 
reasons... 


We'll 
settle 
things 
between 
us after- 
wards! 


really lose | 
to this 
shrimp? 


Modified in Blade 
Folded lenght: 1.6 m 


Weight: 43 kg 


anyone 
who 


221 can take 


me?l 


Modified Titan Blade 
Extended lenght: 6.25 m 


The battle’ 
..so why | | heating up. 
is my soul 


so cold?! 


just worn 
out from 
fighting 
Toji? 


it’s more. 


I want 
to make 
one thing 

clear. 


es 
Just win NN 7Z 


асошра | ba 


rounds! / ч 
Buy me time х 
to break 
through 4 
security. / ёс x 


Then 
we'll 
steal it 
\ together... 


the hell 
outta 


This 
Z.O.T. deal 
isa 
diversion. 


I’m only 
fighting for 
show. 


Q а How could that 

ever light 
H the passion 
| in my soul? 


I know 


that’s Dann 
not news, Ний 
B that girl's 


strongl 


The Z.0.T. 
tourney is my 
chance 
to shinel 


The space angels 
advance to the first round! 


Preliminaries 
are over, and 
sixteen teams 
now advance 
to the first round, 
joined by two 
seeded teams! 


аге both 
in without 
itch, but 


a 
they'll have to 
advance to the 
finals for a 
rematch. 


Jack 
Gerambo 
again, from 
combat TVI 


space angels 
and Toji's 
allied space 
karate 


Congratulations 
on passing the 
preliminaries. 


PHASE :26 


“Тор НЫ. 


You Might Be Champions 


Who knew 


has so much 
acclaim? 


The chairman 
himself, W-What 
bestowing a moment 
kind words we have 

upon a team! 


the space angels 


feel privileged 
to be a 
reporter! 


ей; 
Jack Gerambo, 


At... 
At times 
like 
these.. 


I-Idiot! 
Mbadi's 
trying to 
psych us 
out herel 


He's 
gonna hack 
us again! 


going 
to enter 


е 
contest? 


Well. 
she is a 
bit naive! | «. 


So sweet! 
Well, 
innocense 
is power! 


Her internal 
nanomachines... 
diverting all 
infiltration 
processes to the 
external netl 


She must 


be getting 2 Ф | 23:26 can't have 
help... > — DE such powerl 


„Вит who 
has such 
skill?! 


fis a 
` MARTIN COMPANY 


Good luck, 
my dear... : 


That 
defense program, 
it...it feels 
familiar. 


But isn’t ү y A 
he dead?! 3 cyber-terrorist 


Come, now. аг, named the 


calm down. "weasel." = 


One hundred 
years ago. 


a 
foolhardy hacker 
who attacked 
the precursor 
to our annual 
Z.O.T. tourney! 


Even 
trinidad 
is not... 


omnipotent 
force 


This merely 
means we have a 
lineup befitting 
our tenth zenith 
of things! 


Well? 
Won't you be 
wishing us 
good luck? 


Metageitnion 
Restaurant 


They were 
singers for 


қ [|| They're 
underestimate | keeping an 
my hack \ 
skills! 


This is how 
І look to 
security cameras! 
Мо Ping in sight! 


Every line 
of code's 
in place 


And, of course, 2 
the audio 
is idle 
chitchat. 


critters, 
running our 
nice meall 


Т үе always 
wanted to see 
what children 

in the wild 

tastes likel 

Hya, ha, hal 


Nice fat 
on the 
bonel 


Huh? 


I The only thing 
IN I'm afraid of 


is you guys 
causing 
trouble 


We’ d spare 

no expense 
for such a gourmet 

experience! 

Hya, Ha, Hal 


га 
really love 


She's 
firing up 
her ultra 
punch 
in herel 


just a 
minutel 


That juvenile 
infantry 
incident sure 
made her quick 
to fly off 

the handle. 4 


I go by 

Caerula 

Sanguis 
these 


days 


closed to 
the public, 
you know. 


a dark 
morsell 


panoinfused b 


Don’t tell 
me you’ ve 
forgotten 
\ already. 


the name 
"Trinidad" 
ring any 
bells? 


In other 
words, 
а vampire. 


And for 
several 
centuries, 
she has 
studied 
Kung Fu. 


You are * 
no match D 
| for her. 


At all / 


Show me Б. Shall I 
your | \ 3 ask now 


3 for the life 1 
again. "EA / ^ 4 you owe 
қ те? 


wit wasn’t 
very wise to 
attempt to 
assassinate me, 
Sanguis 


Knowing 
my alias... 


Perhaps 

Or for ill 

But win the 
тол. 

if you want 

the answers. 


You have 
taken on 


in 2. + 
*Kalaripayattu, the "Way of the battlefield ," 
It is the mother of all martial arts. 


riginated іп 1500 B.C. in Southern India. 


50 


NAM 
/ With your NA 


team, you 
might be. 
champions. 


17) ! 
ты | 
- т | 
ш) МУ 
Oh, my! ха کو‎ Н 
Guess һе 7 \ 
tripped! б. 
P fel 


қ. | 
BS Tee-heel 
You saw 
[oi that, 
Iknew huh? 
I couldn't 
fool Alital 


Ж 


Ісап'ї \ Good thing 
get my LBs, = 
moves to sray 
work in ете! 
zeroG 


Our dream | t 
is to get 7 Our stellar 
a planet $} X preschool takes 
where children 288 E з Я care of kids 
can live 79 бі who have 
happily. 3 еу” escaped 
КАЙ É 4 LADDER 
¡E oppression. 
a dq ча 
GU- ІШІ AE 5 
3 АЛ! 6 


= Aikı Tujitsu, forefather of Aikido, Judo, and Hapkido, is гостей 
in far more ancient Japanese J 


itsu. 
Sherlock Holmes’ s "Baritsu" may have been Aiki Jujitsu. 


Oh 


chairman, 
over 
herel 


Aw, 
Alita, 
don't play 
dumb! 


Where did 
you go? 
We were 
all looking 

for youl 


Is 
everyone 


all right? /47 


The stellar 
nursery 
society 
team... 

the guntrolll 


The Hungarias* Asteroids 
About a month ago. 


„the Jupiter union took large-scale 
military action to counteract the 
increasing neomatal survival rate. 


Нипдагтоз are located in the Main Belt between the orbit of Mars and Jupiter. 
Main Belt astroids are divided into several subgroups, first distinguished in 1918 
by Kiyotsugu Hirayama of Japan. Among the other Hirayama families are the Floras 

іс Eos Тһеті: 


Phocaea Korot Cybeles and Hildas. 


шеше, | | s] | 


Stellar Nursery Society 
home base 


EROIL 


Damn! 
We were 
too latel 


Guntroll 
SNS Assault Landing 
Nursery Bus 


Their 
disinfo op 
led us 
astrayl | 


SNS Chairman 
Caerula Sanguis 


22 É 
SNS Nursery 
Teacher Niz 


ИЕ 


under such 


stances?! 


Think! 
Cana 
rescue 

succeed 


circum- 


64 


ejecting 
children in 


storage 


Partner Koen CARGO y 
nv 
уза 


The rest || 
Tleave | 
to you. 


Szeged in 
ruins, 
and all 
contact 


no place 
to turn. 


can't 
give upl 


We must 
protect the 
children! 


*Ceres, Pallas, Vesta and Hygiea are the largest о 
each hosting its own autonomous city-state (or colonopolis). 
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expect a ы à i 

Ae і à fierce in the 

etd prelims... 
match! 


ИГ | 


„but 


І can’t 
get Lou back What 
if I don’t should 
I do? 


What's 

all the $ 
agonizing 
for? 


/ The hopes 
| of children 
| are there 
4 for crushing! 


/ 


Your enemy Ё 


awaits youl Teach them 


the taste of 
despair, 
like I used to. 


[What else | 
are you | 
= for? N 
/ wit you 

refuse 

a fight? 


As aslave, 
you must 
fight until 
you die... 


Redefine your 
limits! 
Overcome your | 
chains! 
Intoxicale ERAN for 
yourself. А to fight 
~ is the only 
way to 
feell 


„with the \ 
( illusion of 
\ freedom! 


„revel in 
the thrill, 
the only 
dignily 
\ proffered... 


en 


..but this is 
the real gold, 
not those 
cheap tears... 


/ 


+, 


Empty! 
Futile! 


to save 
Lou- 
а victim 
of the 
systeml 


and that’s 
never in 


Those 
children can 
still have a 

futurel 


Hale 
this truth, 
if you 


It's not 
in vain! 


уои want 
to change 
the world? 


Trying 
to be 


So. 
%5 
8 
Es 
5» 
55 
У 


|| wrong, | 
1 (ту dear? 


| Зар 


уои would 
have to free 
all 20,000 
in the 
Incubator, 
not just 
your friend! 


But you 
would never 
go that 


For if 
you care, 
as you say 

you do. 


wantisto № don’t even 
consider 
her comfort! 


escape Ч 
your guilt! 


2 x = ча WN 
Il you N ea „and you |\ 
am S М & 


TH-THAT’S 
NOT TRUE! 


-- 


на 
/ 4 
/ There's 
„Бит you { детей 


must still to deny it, 
choose... | \ Alita. ‘ 
Y Do 


got a match ) E = 
to fight! 2 1 
1 Ф 


wrong with | — 
Alita? ^ 


/ 


ШЫ if ) 


РНА5Е:28 


Want to Hear MY Song? 


1 asked 
"What is essential 
to a true warrior?" 


No ad | 3 
campaign or # ory - But the 
book can E. 4 answer can't 
help mel E be a theoryl 


In battle, 
there’s a 
winner 


and a 


That's the 
only meaning 
for mel 


Guntroll Vanguard 


And they 
Getz and Koen 


dare to 
call it the 


"Zenith of 
all things"! 


My sword weeps 
to face such 
small fry! 


Are you 
calling me 


Cut the crap, 
you old 
geezer! 


/ Right ТЕЗІ 
\ Koen? 


fight a 
warship! 
\ 


The deadly | 


х 1 snipped 
in 
З 


D 


Swifter 
discharge! 
Repeat 
fire, tool 


беш | 


whats! | 
From ЕЗ 


) A 


Firing 
head-on 
won't do 
a thing. 


„against 
an electo- 


magnetic barrier 
and all that 2 
rotational power! | И 


E 
mm MS > 
+f у \ 
„пот one ( / ЭР 
hit! You’ 3 e The spinning 
too small | swallow moon 
| is ту best 
multiple target 
attack, 
\ and yet... 
\ 


Р ] Неһ! 
His aim 
| Ліз to crude 


A бл Na s all. 


said he 
fights 
warships! 


Didn't 
want 
to do this, 
but... 


N 


DIZASTER Y 


B Is this 


our 


shot?! |, 


make 

sashimi 

out of 
youl 


777 Bunny suits 
and 


mono-wire 


Pilgrims Cane 

A staff made of 
mono-molecular 
materials. 


won't it 18 
slice?! & 
| 


The arena is 
sealed by 


five layers 

of shields, 
and can even 
withstand a 
nuclear blast. 


Increase 
shields to 
120 


ercentl 


T-is this 
safe? 
Will this 
hold, 
Mbadi? 


Level 2 
damage to 
infra- 
structurel 
Engage 
auto-repair. 


Thave to 
wonder why 
Alita’ 5 not coming 
to the aid 
of her friends! 


the cause. 


fo pay, 
just to help 


points out... 

we'll spare 

you if you 
give up. 


Hello? let’s 


yield! 


That’ ll show 
that I’m more 
powerful than 
a warship! 


Hit it, 
Sechs! 


„how brash 
to attack 


head-onl 


жаз 

to get 

Koen 
all along! 


Once I 
realized it can 
neutralize 
the barrier... 
the rest 
was easyl 


My error 
was not 
discerning 
your intent! 


The monkey 
went in and 
out of your 
barrier one 
too many 
times! 


The tiniest 
break was 
all they 
needed. 


believe itl 


Getz... 
taken down. 


The Guntroll 
hasn't lost 
yet! 


„our opponents, 
the audience, 
and, most of all 
„LADDER! 


a chance 
to show them 
what we 


Niz! 


Come onl a у Are you 
(2 өс 1 


Let's gol AN ready?! 


| I 


| 
ШЙ тавану, 


| -М 
ГА N 
Tm not | 2 — 

going to 
| 


give me 
the strenght... 


ES Today I’ve al | На 
AN learned one |\ Y 7/ ha Д 
\ more truth! Д (| ha " ] 
/ / 
4 
42 
D 2 
s. = 

2 E 


I know 


1! 
who's the ande 


words... 


best fora 
between.. || declaration 
of triumph... 


N And isn't that 
I'm sick of 4 the eternal 
trying t mystery? 
figure out |. АП the rest 
how the of existence... 
wolrd 


works! 


is just 
human 
beings 
„| lying to 

4 each other. 


The truth | 
is laid bare... ove fo 
through ight! 


victory or 
defeat! 


^ ge 
TEN ( \ 

" [Sechs acts 
( x | as if he 


me off won by | 
himself | 

Ек 

8 


\ 


I never You fight 
give ita in pursuit 
thought! of the 


truth... 


this quest 
take priority 
Mover your ego... 
even your life? 


I don't need 
your complicated 
questions! 


They just 
confuse mel 


I just 
want to be 
a true 
warrior! 


But the 

world is E 
full of such Ẹ 
quandaries! 


Ha ha hal 
Is that so?! 


Do you have 
the power to 
solve them all?! 


you’ ve taken 
care of our 
bodyguards... 


you’ И have 
to fight us! 


Guntroll Midguard: Niz 
Sub-captain: Qu Tsang 


PHASE:29 
This Is 5о-о-о Good! 


Round one, 
and the 
Guntrolls 
face the 
space angels... 


„who now 
lead 5-3 after 
the defeat 
of Getz and Koen, 
Guntroll's 
Senpo and Jihol 


do not have 
expertise 
in all 


A martial arts 
scholar, 
to join us! 


This i What do 
is is 50-0-0 you think? 


„is watching good! 
superhuman ,| The real thrill eme 
martial arts H of the ZO.T Get: Y 
styles upend 4 ns 
4 k certain... 


all conventional 
wisdom! 


What do 
you think of 
битго! s 
Chuken and 
Fukusho? 


his father was 
renowned for 
his aptitude 
as a railman. 


Railman work 
the asteroid 
docks, 
У lauching materials 
into low orbit... 


So we can 
expect a battle 
that makes the 
most of both 
railarms! 
Some call 
railman 
undisciplined. 


= but Niz had 
/ a genteel 
= = ] =| Their ship upbengin- 
v Ны» x coptain is unlike his 
( ! = Qu Tsang self-made 
She has bravely father! 


stormed many 

| an institution 
to resque 
children before 

their disposal. | 


uses a mystery 


I read she 


martial art 


called 
Ahat Mastade. 


problem 
with it?! 1 


4 
Gota Y й 


This is 


` how I like | | 
jV À to fight! 


You plan 
|| to fight 

|| in that 
getup? 


140 


aa 


\ | Your quick 
\ wit and 


Y skill... 


„Ло make 
me lose 


& This 
E victory... 2 


...Shall 
be mine! 


4 
| 


E 


un 


Are you 
saying you're 
gonna tell 
me?l 


but I 
lon’ t know 
what it 
is yetl 


| 
/ 


I'm | 
lacking | 
something... | 


Supersonic 
unch... 
missedl? 


Railarms 
can do 
that! 


„the path 
to attack is 
easy to spot- 
consequently, 
a supersonic 
punch can be 
dodged! 


Since the 
rails must 
face the 
target before 


be thrown... 


Ё 
З 


Not mortal 
blows, 
but enough 
of them 
may spell 


„уси 
won't fall 
easily 


„nevertheless, 


I will still 
prevail 
in the end! 


I know 


full well... 


A serie 
of rapid- 
fire kicks 

from 

Sechsl 


What are 
you gonna 
teach me?l 


Your combat 
experience 
and skills 
exceed mine... 


Come on, 
teacher! 


while you 
stand idly 
waiting to 
make your 
decision? 


You up 
for it? 


Emei 
Piercers*? 
Hmm... 


F. 


All eyes 


We have to 
show that 
we're not 

just | 
varia 


Time to 
show off 
the fruits 
of our 
secret 
training! 


on Sechs! 


"Emei Piercer: A double-pointed wand with a centered ring for easy twirl 
the concealed weapon for women may have its roots in Chinese ornamental hairpins. 


And she’s 


begun to... 
» to knit! 


v Such speed- 
but what's 
2 the point?! 


Scarf of |) 
death! 


warfare 
is based 
on decep- 


almost 
respect 


Almost 
touching, 
how you 
tried to 
catch me 
ff guard, 


Zwolf, 
flirting 
isn't 
going to 
work this 


Hj Aren't 
we cute? 
N 


*A key principle from Sun Tzu’ s the art of war, written by 154 
chinese military srategist Sun Wu over two thousands years ago. 


M 
Sechs and Niz 7 
fight on ina 
г thick cloud of 
Gr 


The tables 
have turned! 


That’ s got to 
hurt! A cata- 
pult suplex! 


was one 
step 


ahead! „ 


157 


What seemed like 
pointless punches 
was a strategy to 
swirl up a cloud of 
dust and lay out 
the straps! 


Sechs is 


Willy Soy (RON, SES as 


ЦІ Б у Т4 


М WY, 


Qu Tsang 
has sunk 
them both 
with one 
blow! 


102 


„like she маз 7” 

solving a 3 = cal spine 

puzzle ring! Es ў j disables 
e 3 motor 


the cervi- 


Internal 
martial arts 
can favor 
such soft 
motions! 


а form of 
Nei jia 
quan* from 
China... 


*Nei jia quan includes Tai ji quan (Tai chi: "Ultimate Fist"), Xing yi quan ("Fist of Form and Mind"), 
‘and Ba qua zhang ("Eight Diagram Palm"). Such internal styles of martial arts are based on Taoist philosophy. 
A reputed Ming dynasty form has been lost. 


x » 
Y Come on out, 
( Alita! 


Зан” E 
Ss . ^ 5 
ў! "Ж 


Let’ s settle 
this once and 
for all! 


Guntroll cor- 
nered the 
Space Angels! 
And they’ re 
down 3 to 2! 


The image of 

tender loving 

nursery school | 

teachers has |/ £ 

been toppled 1227 
forever! 


Stay the 
course... 


„for perse- 
verance is the 
path to 
justice! 


Dad...I 
did it! I 
beat 
him! 


Or will 
the pros- 
pect of a 
rematch 
with Toji 


go up in 


The Space 
Angels have 
but four 
members! 
Only Alita 
remains! 


ЕСЛИ 
up to Niz 
and me! 


We can‘ t 
put Caerula 
or Saya 
into 
battle... 


Master... 
/ ? 


T bewieve 
in youl 
Destwoy 


We'll 
scratch... 


«this 
match! 


We can’t 
do this. 


We can't 
use these 
children as 
mere step- 


ping stones. 


diversion has 
taken ona life 
of it’s own! 


We came to 
save Lou... 


E 


Is that | 


from...or 
where I'm 
going! 


That’ 5 what 
makes a 
warrior! 


think, the 
more I 
don' t get 


A cause 
worth more 
than life 
itself... 


| 


7) 


„апа idea 
that never 


" wavers in the 


face of 
death! 


An ideal 
that never 
wavers... 


Zgzm mrd оч ттӨчгөнт от»... 


СЕЗЕ. 


E 
"s 


ER 


Ew i IS THAT WHAT IT MEANS... 
Bt аа ee 


۶ 2 2 
2%, 4 
77) Р 
jue ETO PERSEVERE?I? 


straps 
are for 
mooring | 


„until I'm 


I have no past | 

to speak of, 

no master to 
serve... 


FR 
but i need to ~ 
fight- 
because I 
have nothing! 


She's right. If 
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the way of the 
children’ s 
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don’t I feel 
happy? 


Y mystery 
\ solved... win! 


„he'd never 
give in to me... 
would he? 
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walking the 
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lot even: € The spinal 
Nian Jing 7 motion! It 
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*Ba Gua Zhang: is a martial art created by Dong Hai Chuan in the late Qing dynasty. 
*Nian ("sticking") Jing: maintaining bodily contact in battle. By moving with the flow 
of the opponent’s movements. power сап be deflected and controlled. 
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*Chen Zhui ("Drop") Jing increases the force of a blow by dropping the center of gravity. 
All combat sports developed on Earth includes this principle. 
: Geckos are thought to use this intermolecular bonding to climb walls and ceilings. 
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Often used to reinforce a strike, Ba Gua Zhang can be applied in defense ав well. 
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